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•~ \.. When I hear the phrase "America the Beautiful," I don't just picture majestic mountains 

or captivating cities. I think about the people who live here-their bravery, sacrifices, and 

struggles. For me, America's beauty isn't just in the land; it's in the stories of those who have 

fought to make it what it is today. But I also know that beauty can be complicat~d, especially 

when it's tied to histories of pain and perseverance. 

When I hear these words, I think of the freedoms I enjoy daily like the ability to go to 

school, speak my mind, and dream about my future. These freedoms aren't guaranteed 

everywhere, and they're not something I take lightly. Countless veterans and active-duty military 

members have made sacrifices so I can live in a country where these rights are protected. For me, 

"America the Beautiful" reflects their bravery and selflessness. 

However, as a young black woman, I know that America has not always been so beautiful 

for everyone. The freedoms I cherish today were denied to people who looked like me for 

centuries. From slavery to segregation and even now, systemic racism has stood in contrast to the 

ideals of liberty and equality. For many black Americans, the fight for justice has been an 

ongoing battle. 

My great-grandfather, who served in World War II, is a personal example. He fought in 

the Pacific Theater, enduring long days and harsh conditions. Yet, black veterans like him often 

faced discrimination when they returned home, denied the same opportunities as their white 

counterparts despite their sacrifices. Tragically, my great-grandfather's struggles didn't end with 

the war. After returning home, he faced immense challenges adjusting to civilian life and the 

realities of racism in America. The weight of these struggles eventually became too much, and 



he took his own life. His story reminds me of how much work remains to support our veterans 

and ensure they receive the care and respect they deserve. 

Historically, America's beauty has been defended by the men and women in uniform. 

From the Revolutionary War to more recent conflicts, our military has shown courage and 

resilience. Each battle, mission, and act of service adds to what makes America beautiful. But 

this tapestry also includes threads of struggle and injustice, particularly for marginalized 

communities. 

Beyond the battlefield, veterans contribute to our communities in many ways. They 

embody values like discipline and compassion, often volunteering their time to help others. Their 

dedication doesn't stop when they leave the service; instead, they continue working to make 

America better. 

"America the Beautiful" also means honoring these individuals and recognizing their 

sacrifices. Whether by thanking a veteran, learning about their contributions, or supporting 

organizations that assist them, showing gratitude ensures their sacrifices are never forgotten. 

In conclusion, "America the Beautiful" means freedom, sacrifice, and gratitude, yet it's 

also a reminder of the work needed to ensure these ideals are fully realized for everyone. 


